Fibronectin distribution in normal and malignant urothelium.
Fibronectin is a glycoprotein that mediates the attachment of BCG to the murine bladder. To assess the potential role of fibronectin on bladder cancer cells as a specific substrate for BCG binding in man, a semi-quantitative method was employed to evaluate the presence of fibronectin on normal urothelium and bladder cancer. Monoclonal anti-fibronectin binding to normal and malignant urothelial tissues was evaluated by an immunoperoxidase assay. Human tumor cell lines were evaluated with mixed hemadsorption and immunoperoxidase assays. In both systems, immunoreactive fibronectin had low expression on unfixed normal and malignant urothelium. With fixation, immunoreactive fibronectin decreased on supporting stroma and increased in normal and malignant urothelium. Fibronectin distribution did not show tumor specificity either with fixed or unfixed specimens.